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Royal College Union Dinner Dance 2012 – Unforgettable
It was the night when the silver stars turn Blue and Gold.
The Red Carpet rolled out and the Royal Banquet laid.
It was the night of the "Blue and Gold Ball - 2012"
Royal College Union Dinner Dance Committee shows unrelenting enthusiasm in the direction of brotherhood by hosting
the annual Royal College Union Dinner Dance 2012; ‘Unforgettable’ on October 12.
The calm night and the scenic view overlooking the grand surroundings of Hilton Colombo was the perfect setting for
the festivity as over 375 old Royalists and their spouses gathered to celebrate and enjoy an evening of dining, dancing,
entertainment and nostalgia. The gala dinner-dance provides space and opportunity annually for Old Royalist from all
over the world to meet, greet and revive old memories in a spirit of splendid camaraderie and merriment.
Throughout the years, the RCU Dance Committee has strenuously undertaken the responsibility of keeping the spirit, the
traditions and the flavor of the dance just the way its founders intended it to be. There vision and drive has always been
to endorse the camaraderie and brotherhood amongst the Royalists in the majestic spirit with which it is upheld. The
committee this year was chaired by Mr Kushantha Perera while Mr Harith Jayasuriya and Mr Kishan Samarasinghe held
the posts of Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. The dedicated team includes Mr Timothy Speldewinde, Mr Ishan De
Silva, Mr Anshal Ambawatte, Mr Dhiraj de Almeida, Mr Kuda Herath , Mr Rehan Gunasekara, Mr Sanjaya Wijemanne, Mr
Dilshan Kudahetty, Mr Ruwan Bakmedeniya, Mr Ruchira Basnayake, Mr Sahampathy Dissanayake and Mr Gihan Cooray.
The guests, who arrived in their numbers, were glamorously dressed for the occasion. Among the guests were Principal
Royal College Mr Upali Gunasekara and Secretary of Royal College Union (RCU), members of the Dance Committee along
with many other distinguished old Royalists. The dance floor opened at 10 p.m. to the beats of ‘Misty’ and ‘Heat’
accompanied with the fast and fancy foot work from the Royalists and their lovely ladies. The gala event went on till
early hours of Saturday and entire old Royal fraternity was in high spirits throughout the evening, reminiscing in the
glory of their school boy memories.
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Obituary of Mr S.S.Perera - Vice President of RCU

Gentlemen,
Obituary of Mr. S.S. Perera – Vice President of Royal College Union (RCU)
With regret and profound sadness I inform you the demise of Mr. Somachandra
Saranapala Perera (S.S. Perera), Vice President of Royal College Union. His remains
will lie at A.F. Raymond’s funeral parlor from 8.00 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. on Wednesday,
October 03rd 2012. Cortege will leave the parlor at 6.30 p.m. same day for cremation
at 7.00 p.m. at Borella Kanatta.
Members are requested to gather at the main entrance to the cemetery at 6.30 p.m.
to pay their last respects to this distinguished Old Royalist, who rendered invaluable
service to his alma mater and to Royal College Union.
Mr. S.S. Perera was the author / editor of the following publications.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

A History of a Hundred Years of the Royal – Thomian Cricket Match (Joint Editor) – 237 Pages.
Royal College Cadet Contingent – A 100 years (1881 – 1981) – 92 Pages.
Rugby Centenary – Royal Vs Trinity 100th Match – 26 Pages.
Visit of Mr. J.C.A. Corea and Mr. E.L. Bradby – Souvenir for the Centenary Dinner Committee – 48
Pages.
A 150 years History of Royal College (1835-1985) – 603 Pages.
Royal College Vs Trinity College – Centenary Cricket Match – 32 Pages.
Royal College Vs Wesley College – Centenary Cricket Match – 187 Pages.
50thBradby Shield Rugby Match – Royal College Vs Trinity College – 137 Pages.
Mille Simus – To mark the 1000th Inter College U19 Cricket match played by Royal College – 136 Pages.

Secretary
Royal College Union
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"Blue & Gold" Merchandise Shop
The refurbished and upgraded Merchandise Shop
managed by the Royal College Union (RCU)
Merchandise
Shop
Management
Committee
announced the Blue N’ Gold Merchandise Shop
officially opened on November 7th Wednesday. The
Principal of Royal College and the President of the RCU
MR Upali Gunasekara declared it open in the presence
of Mr Manju Ariyaratne - Secretary RCU, Mr U.L
Kaluarachichi Trustee RCU Trust, Mr Mahesh
Nanayakkara Assistant Treasure RCU and members of
the Committee.
A stylish collection of high quality merchandise, clothing, foot ware, sports goods and gifts designed
exclusively for Royal College Alumni and present Royalists, is now available at the ‘Blue N’ Gold’ Shop located
at Royal College premises, opposite the RCU Office. It is open from 7 A.M – 2:30 P.M. on weekends and 8 A.M.
– 12 noon on Saturday.
The shop offers the discerning Royal shopper, an assortment of sentimental and useful items related to Royal,
ranging from Souvenir items for alumni, sportswear, sports equipment and uniforms for the present Royalists.
Featuring a unique Alumni marquee, many of the items in the collection can be made to suit personal taste.
Highlights include, Fair Trade clothing, enamel cufflinks, engraved glassware, pens, stationery etc.
The Merchandise Shop has partnered with DSI to cater to the needs of the present sportsmen in college by
vending brands such as Adidas, Reebok, AVI and Puma. It also offers the opportunity for college teams to
personalize their sportswear and T-shirts.
Why not bring a touch of Royal 'Blue and Gold' with our exclusive alumni merchandise range? Below is just a
glimpse into the range of items that are offered to alumni and friends of Royal which can be ordered through
the Merchandise Shop. Proceeds from every purchase benefit college development projects.
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Take a look back at Royal over the decades.
The “History of Royal College – 1985-2010” authored by Mr M.L. Fernando capturing the many milestones and
facets of Royal College is now available at the Merchandise Shop.

For more pictures and information on the
Merchandise Shop, please click
http://www.rcu.lk/news/124-n-blue-goldmerchandise-shop.html
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‘Touchdown 2012’ - Foundation Stone Laid
On December 20, the first milestone in Touchdown 2012 was achieved with the laying of the foundation stone
which was auspiciously celebrated at 09:57 a.m. with the attendance of Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, Vice
Presidents RCU Mr D.L Seneviratne, Mr A.J. B. Angi, Dr Ranjith Attapaththu Trustees RCU Capt.Ajith Peiris, Mr
U.L. Kaluaratchchi and Colonel Faiz-ur Rahman, RCU Secretary Mr Manju Ariyaratne, RCU Treasurer Mr Lalith
Cooray, Past Secretaries Mr.Abhaya Amaradasa, Mr. U Udayakumar and Mr Rizan Nazeer, along with the
Touchdown committee Secretary Mr Jehan Canagarathne and Mr Rohan Karunanayaka,
An increased interest in sports such as rugby (seen recently in the Colombo leg of the Bradby 2012) have
made many demands on the Royal College Sports Complex in terms of its capacity and stepping up to this
challenge is the ‘Touch Down 2012’ committee, headed by Mr Hemaka Amarasuriya.
With the launch of Touchdown 2012 on September 26th, the committee along with Royal College Union (RCU)
headed this giant venture which aims to increase the overall venue capacity from 10,500 to 12,500. This
increase will come from the addition of a brand new pavilion on the opposite side of the current grand stand.
The new two-tiered pavilion and the two wings including a press box will enhance the seating capacity by
2,000 seats.
Construction is to begin this week with positive responses from many Sports fans and the completion of the
new pavilion is anticipated to be in time for the Bradby Colombo Leg in June 2013. The Sports Complex has
witnessed many a sporting event over the years since it was declared open on May 10th 2001 and continues
to be the heartthrob of enthusiastic sporting competitions with the Bradby Shield taking the lead in the hearts
of the loyal sports fan.

For more information on ‘Touchdown 2012’, visit http://www.rcu.lk/news/96-n-launch-of-touch-down-2012.html
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Royal College wins All Island SILVER award
Organized by the Association of Accounting Technicians of Sri Lanka (AATSL) in collaboration with the Ministry
of Education, the Awards Ceremony of the Best Annual Report & Accounts Competition of National Schools
was held on October 27 at the BMICH.
This special national competition was inaugurated in 2008 by AATSL in collaboration with the Ministry of
Education and was held for the fifth consecutive year.
The objective of this national endeavor is to enhance the quality of financial management and reporting, and
compilation of Annual Reports and Financial Statements of School Development Societies / Committees of all
National Schools in order to encourage the highest level of compliance, transparency, accountability,
productivity and good governance.
Having maintained a record which fulfilled the criteria of a high degree of compliance in financial management
procedures and ensuring transparency and accountability, Royal College was recognized by being awarded
"SILVER" in the national level and representing Colombo district, winning second place in the district level
competitions, respectively.
The Annual Report of a school with the financial statements depicts the financial position and performance of
the SDS/SDC in a particular year along with a comprehensive review of the school activities, achievements etc.
A reliable financial reporting system is believed to encourage good governance and transparency in
management.
Nearly 136 National schools participated in this competition by way of presenting their Annual Reports and
Accounts. An independent and well competent panel of examiners representing many management
disciplines were involved in the process of evaluation of the accounts and the annual reports.
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Pollebedda Viduhala library in Ampara upgraded
To coincide with the 2013 - "Deyata Kirula" state exhibition
in Ampara, the Ministries of Education and
Telecommunications and Information Technology have
initiated a program to develop 135 schools in Ampara
through partnership programs with 135 city schools. Royal
College, Colombo was selected to carry out the pilot project
under this scheme to develop Pollebedda Viduhala.
Consequent to a request made by the Principal, Royal
College to Secretary RCU, steps were taken to upgrade the
school library of Pollebedda Viduhala, Maha Oya. EDEX Live
Your Dream Programme - a social responsibility initiative of
the RCU stepped forward to accomplish this project.
The unveiling of the upgraded library took place on November 12 in the presence of Royal Principal Mr Upali
Gunasekara, Education Minister Mr Bandula Gunawardane, Minister of Telecommunication and Information Technology
Mr Ranjith Siyambalapitiya and Provincial Minister Mr W. Dissanayake
Among the donations to the library were a Steel Cabinet, 20 Plastic chairs, two tables, 57 new books and educational
CDs requested by the school and over 350 used books collected under the ‘Donate a Book to a Needy Student’ Campaign
of EDEX LYD. This venture aims to strengthen the English exposure of the students by providing them the opportunity of
reading contextual English. The students who have thus far, been unable to further their studies due to financial
constraints have been given the prompt encouragement to move forward.
Giving a helping hand to those in need is always rewarding and fulfilling. The teachers, prefects and students of Royal
contributed in their entire mite to upgrade many other facilities at Pallededda Viduhala. Students and prefects of Royal
went an extra mile by painting and renovating the school buildings. Royal College also took upon the responsibility of
donating books, clothing, footwear, music instruments, sports equipment, play ground equipment, stationary and class
room furniture whilst the grade 11 teachers of college spent a full day with Pallebedda students imparting knowledge.
Twenty doctors from Royal College Doctor's Association (RCDA), a RCU affiliate conducted a health screening camp and
all students of the school, amounting 350, were screened for acute and long-standing illnesses. Screening for visual
defects, nutritional problems, dermatological problems and psychological issues were key components. Two mobile
dental units, manned by RCDA doctors provided dental care and dental treatments including tooth extraction, scaling
and filling were carried out. Worm treatment, together with treatment for acute conditions were provided and students
identified as needing further follow-up were referred for appropriate care.
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For more pictures and information on the visit to Pollebedda Viduhala,
please visit http://www.rcu.lk/news/119-n-pollebedda-viduhalalibrary-in-ampara-upgraded.html
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EDEX Expo 2013 – Tenth Edition launched
Marking the tenth year of providing “choices, options and opportunities” to empower Sri Lankan youth, EDEX
launched its Expo 2013 edition on October 9. The exhibition will be held on January 18 -20 and 25-26 at Colombo
and Kandy respectively.
The launch event, attended by exhibitors and well wishers of the Expo, was followed by a media briefing with
active participation of leading media partners.The launch marked a special milestone for Royal College Union
(RCU) with great significance in its detailed and fruitful history. Royal College has weathered over 176 years of
existence as a school and RCU has been in place for over 121 years.
Since its inauguration in 1891, RCU has evolved over the yearsto bear responsibility to the society and the
communityin which it has existed and thrived. RCU as a responsible alumni association of the country’s
premier education institution has taken on the concept of CSR to empower the youth of the nation to be
globally competitive. EDEX which humbly debuted in 2004is proof of RCU being the tower of strength behind
ten consecutive years of unyielding patronage as dependable alumni.
EDEX Expo today, is the leading multi stakeholder platform, attracting nearly 200 exhibitors locally and in
more than 20 other countries. This occasion bought together exhibitors and well-wishers of the upcoming
exhibition in January. RCU Secretary Mr Manju Ariyaratne, EDEX Chairman Mr Kamal Abeysinghe, Deputy
Chairman Mr Dilruk De Silva, of Secretary Mr Chandana Dissanayake, Treasurer Mr. Kushan de Silva, Director Brand Development Mr Waruna Haegoda, and Director - sales and Value Addition Mr Koshitha
Peramunugamage headed the occasion.
The tenth Anniversary edition of Sri Lanka’s largest education and careers exhibition, EDEX Expo 2013 will be
held from 18 -20 January, 2013 at BMICH and 25-26 January at KCC Kandy marking a decade of continued and
unparalleled service to nations youth. Vision of EDEX is to “empower Sri Lankan youth to be globally
competitive”.
The EDEX Expo has been endorsed by the Presidential Secretariat and Ministries of Education, Higher
Education, Environment, Youth Affairs and Skills Development and Labour Relations. The Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce, ICTA and SLAASCOM are the strategic partners of EDEX.
At the Official launch of EDEX Expo 2013, Chairman EDEX Mr Kamal Abeysinghe said “during the past 10 years,
we have come a long way, with the inaugural EDEX Expo launch in 2004, as the multi stake holder social
enterprise initiative gifted to our youth by the Royal College Union. Today, due to numerous value additions,
EDEX Expo is undisputedly regarded as the most comprehensive and largest educational and careers exhibition
in the country”.
In 2008 EDEX Think Green was launched, to educate, activate and engage youth on sustainable living practices,
with a focus on green careers. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has come forward to
endorse these green initiatives at EDEX Expo 2013.
In 2010 the EDEX Magazine, Sri Lanka’s first tri-lingual career guidance periodical was launched. Endorsed by
the Ministry of Education in Sri Lanka, 3200 free copies of it are circulated to all national secondary schools
and rural libraries.
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To mark a decade of its service to nation’s youth, EDEX ‘Live your Dream’ programme was launched offering
tangible help to identified remote schools and communities. So far new or upgraded libraries and IT training
facilities in nine schools have been set up and two school buildings were completed in Ampara and
Okkampitiya, Monaragala.
Commenting on their latest CSR initiative Mr Abeysinghe said ‘there is a great need to support most of the
rural and remote schools that lack facilities with libraries, IT resources and other operational assistance. These
can be fulfilled with small investments if the corporate sector can channel part of their CSR focus meaningfully
to uplift education in rural Sri Lanka. It will be impossible for any government to fulfill these immediate needs
with state funding alone and all stakeholders in society have a role to play here’
Mr Manju Ariyaratne conveyed his pleasure in being a part of this giant venture. “The fact that we have
carried on, survived and thrived for ten long yearsspeaks volumes for the expo itselfand its standing and its
relevance in the Sri Lankan society. With the evolving concepts of responsibility of corporate bodies to the
society at large, we as a responsible alumni association of the country’s premier education institutiontook on
the concept of CSRalthough we are essentially a non-profit making volunteer manned alumni association” He
thanked the team of volunteers who work tirelessly in making this endeavor a giant success. He also extended
his appreciation to the media for playing a major role in the success story of EDEX.
Mr Waruna Haegoda briefed the gathering in regards to the Branding and Promotional plan of the EDEX Expo
where there will be over 330 exhibitor stalls with foreign exhibitors representing 20 stalls and approximately
52,000 participants exposed to numerous higher education opportunities. The media forum, with the
participation of leading Print and Electronic media partners, was graced by Principal Royal College Mr Upali
Gunasekara, Secretary RCU Mr Manju Ariyaratne, Chairman EDEX Mr Kamal Abeysinghe, Deputy Chairman
EDEX Mr Dilruk De Silva, Secretary EDEX Mr Chandana Dissanayake, Treasurer EDEX Mr Kushan de Silva,
Deputy Vice Chairman of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce Mr Samantha Ranathunga, Chief Executive Officer
of ICT Agency of Sri Lanka Mr Reshan Dewapura and Chairman of Sri Lanka Association of Software and Service
Companies Mr Sujiva Dewaraja. Media representatives took this opportunity to discuss various topics in
relation to the Expo and the significant 10th Anniversary Edition milestone.
Details of EDEX Expo 2013 can be obtained from EDEX Secretariat at RCU Skills Centre, Royal College Union,
Rajakeeya Mawatha, Colombo 7, Tel. (011) 3091086 &(011)5521497. Email info@edex.lk. Web: www.edex.lk
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In victory or defeat, the Royal Crew makes every stroke count
Gold Medalist at the recently concluded Summer Olympics in London and five times World Rowing Champion
Mahé Drysdale visits Sri Lanka on the invitation of the fast rising tea brand, t-sips. The Olympian and rowing
legend addressed the young oarsmen at Royal College in a bid to give an insight into competitive rowing and
inspire them for the Royal-Thomian Regatta which took place on October 27 at the Colombo Rowing Club.
Rowing Advisory & Management Committee of Royal College Union (RCU) together with t-sips organized the
opportunity for the Royal Crew to meet Mahe Drysdale and learn from his experiences as an oarsman.
Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, Secretary RCU Mr Manju Ariyaratne and Director of t-sips Mr Dilshan Sidiq
attended this function.
Drysdale during his visit to Royal, met with the Royal Rowing Crew who were in soared spirits about the
Regatta on the following day. Drysdale spoke at length about his success at the London Olympics as
emotionally taxing experience. His quiet pride in his gold medal was apparent; it was clearly the actualization
of a long-cherished dream, reached by years of dedication and hard work. His view in life is to “give it all you
have” while “making every stroke count”
The road to success is dedication, hard work and confidence. May it be team work at group races or personal
effort at individual races, may it be with regards to any other endeavor in life, his advice to the Crew was
“You’ve done all the hard work. You’ve got everything you need in place. It’s all about putting it together”
Rowing requires not only a lot of physical strength but the mentality, morale and confidence to back it up.
Talking about the Regatta on the following day, he says “What you’ve got to do to get in to that mind set is, to
relax. You’ve done the hard part. This is the easy part. Go out there, think of all the training you’ve had and
make sure you give every single stroke, the best you’ve got”
RCU and the Advisory Committee presented Mr Drysdale with tokens of appreciation for taking time of his
busy itinerary to be with the young Royalist oarsman.
The Regatta, the long standing friendly rowing rivalry between Royal College Colombo 7 and St Thomas
College Mount Lavinia saw the victory of the Thomian Crew at a score of 38-14 despite the tough competition
dished out by the Royal Rowing Crew. It was clear that the regatta was not only an intense competition
between the two schools, but an opportunity to bring both colleges together in a healthy and respected
sporting event.
It is witnessing events of the likes of the Royal-Thomian Regatta which test the physical and mental prowess of
individuals that serves as source of inspiration the world of sporting has to offer.
Royal Thomian Regatta or The Regatta is the annual rowing race between Royal College, Colombo and St.
Thomas' College, Mt Lavinia having begun in 1962 as the Royal Thomian Boat Race that evolved into a regatta
in 1966 and now is made up of 8 events. 'The Regatta' is the 3rd oldest sporting encounter between Royal
College and S. Thomas' College, after the Battle of the Blues Cricket Encounter and the Rugby Encounter.
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For more pictures and information on Mahe Drysdale’s visit to Royal, click
http://www.rcu.lk/news/108-n-in-victory-or-defeat-the-royal-crew-makes-every-stroke-count.html
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In appreciation of Gajan Pathmanathan
-by Jagath Fernando

Gajan attended Royal College from 1966-1974 where he represented the first X1 cricket team in 1971 and
1972. He had the distinction of making the highest fresher’s score in a Royal-Thomian match at that time
when he most unfortunately was out just short of a well-deserved century for 97! I was fortunate enough to
be able to watch and experience this classy knock at first hand from the other side of the wicket for the entire
innings where we were associated in what was then a record breaking stand of 178 runs.
He left for England to complete the first phase of his higher studies where he graduated from Oxford
University and represented them in cricket. He then proceeded to Harvard University in the US to do his
Masters after which he returned to the Cambridge University UK to do his doctorate which he did not
complete as he was recruited by the World Bank for their Young Managers Program. He has the unique
distinction of representing both Oxford and Cambridge at cricket. Upon completion of his undergraduate
studies Gajan returned to Sri Lanka and represented the country in a Test match when we were still playing
unofficial tests. He also played for Sri Lanka in the ODI team.
Gajan spent the rest of his working career with the World Bank and held such positions as Operations
Manager, Sustainable Development Department, South Asia Region. He was married to Dhammi who too
comes from a sporting family, her brother Thiruchithampalam being a well known rugby player at Royal in his
day. He has two daughters. The older of the two Ishani is in the 2nd year of her Medical Residency and Anjali is
doing a Degree in Law.
The comments above are some of the key events and achievements in Gajan’s relatively short life. However if I
were to finish my appreciation by simply stressing his qualities as a gentleman, I will not be doing justice to
him, his family or you the reader. I therefore wish to make a sincere effort to weave a tapestry by depicting
the environment in which he grew up in ways which will, hopefully, provide a more complete picture of his
life. In every society there are some families that are known and recognized by a family name and in this
instance it was so of the Coomarasamy family (quite obviously from his mother’s side ) of whom his Uncles
Raju and Sathi stand out.
Raju was a loved, respected and well known figure in the higher echelons of the UN Agency he worked for –
the UNDP. Sathi was equally well known locally having represented Sri Lanka in cricket, been an active
member of the Tamil Union Cricket Club and ending his professional career at what was the well-known firm,
Shaw Wallace & Hedges Ltd.
Raju’s children, Indrajit and Radhika, need no introduction, although both have spent much of their working
lives overseas. Indrajit schooled in Harrow, UK where he played cricket and rugby for his school. He returned
to Sri Lanka and captained both the CR & FCC and Sri Lanka at rugby and represented the Tamil Union at
cricket. He completed his higher studies in Economics at Cambridge and Sussex University. At the time of his
retirement, he held the position of Director Economic Affairs Commonwealth Secretariat. Radhika completed
her studies in the UN school in NY and thereafter at Yale, Harvard and Cambridge. She then worked for
sometime in Sri Lanka at the ICES before joining the UN where she has served in many capacities, including
Special Representative for the Secretary General for Children in Armed Conflict Areas. What pedigrees! Of
Sathi’s children probably the best known is his youngest daughter Anushya. We were colleagues at John Keells
until she prematurely quit her job as the Group Finance Director.
A publication of the RCU Public Relations and Publicity Advisory Committee
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Gajan’s father ‘ Pat ‘ Pathmanathan was a Civil Servant (a very respected service in his day and time!). Little
known about him is that he captained Jaffna Central College at cricket for two consecutive years ! He too, like
his son Gajan, was a very soft spoken person. Gajan’s first brother Viji is a double accountant and works for
Ernst and Young London as an Executive Director Capital Markets. His second brother, Dai, is the Managing
Director of George Steuart Teas who is himself an accomplished cricketer having played X1 cricket for Royal
College. Dai’s son Devin is an outstanding young cricketing prospect for Sri Lanka and will captain Royal
College at cricket in the coming season. His sister Dharshi represented Ladies College at Hockey played cricket
for the Colts CC and completed her Degree in the US.
From all that has been said above it is abundantly clear that this is a very versatile and talented family which
can boast of many achievements both intellectually and in the arena of sports. But boasting is hardly their
style!
To my mind this is what stands out most about this family which I have known from my very early days. They
have shown all those qualities of decency, simplicity, humility, integrity and, above all, mutual respect for all
human beings. They are a family of true class, people who have lived by their values in a world where these
are increasingly only spoken words. They truly epitomize the simple, honest, hardworking kinsmen of Our
North whose one ambition in life is to educate their children, earn a honest living and improve the lot of one’s
family. For these values they found themselves on the wrong side of the northern rebels who despised the
cultured. On the other side of the divide they were sandwiched in a hostile majority environment that surely
made their lives unpleasant many a time. It is no surprise then that many from this family, including Gajan,
chose to work, live and educate their children outside the country.
Yet those who know them well know they consider Sri Lanka their home and dearly look forward to the day
that ALL such decent and peace loving citizens of this country of all ethnic origins can live together in equality,
with mutual respect and in harmony.
This then will be the greatest testimony to the life that Gajan and his family have led for all the World to see!
May he Rest in Peace and May God Bless him and his family.
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RC group of ‘87 engages in CSR projects
CSR involves going beyond the ‘money making aspect’, to include a wider commitment towards the
betterment of our society. For members of the Royal College Union (RCU), CSR projects that involve reaching
out to rural communities are just another way of “paying the debt to college and community”
In order to mark 25 years since passing out from Royal College, the RC group of ’87 organized a medical and an
eye camp in the rural village of Lihiniyawain Mathugama. The logistical support for the project was given by a
local sports club who also handled the publicity campaign. The event took place on October 21 at Lihiniyawa
Primary School with the participation of more than 600 individuals needing medical attention. Those who
were subjected to medical check-ups ranging from blood tests to eye examinations were given advice on
healthcare practices leading to healthy lifestyle.
Medical check-ups and healthcare procedures were carried out by 12 doctors from the RC group of ’87 along
with members and well wishers of the group willing to sacrifice time and effort to make this project a success.
During this health camp, 250 vision aids were given free of charge to those who were diagnosed with visionary
ailments while 350 participants obtained prescriptions and free medication.
The finances for the project which amounted to Rs 250,000 was funded by the group of ’87.

For more pictures and information on the CSR projects of the group of ’87, please click on
http://www.rcu.lk/news/105-n-rc-group-of-1987-engages-in-csr-projects.html
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RC Group of ‘85 renovates First Aid Room at college
Being at Royal has no doubt instilled invaluable values in Royalists past and present. The supreme duty of
giving back to “Mother Royal” is one obligation that will bring royalists back together in contributing towards
where they belonged. Serving the alma mater and its inhabitants is considered a tribute of much heartfelt
gratitude.
Royal College Group of ’85 embarked on a worthy cause by refurbishing, renovating and equipping the First
Aid Room at Royal College in loving memory of batch mates who had departed this life. With a large
population of 8,400 students, this was a long felt need and an important one at that.
The refurbished First Aid Room was handed over to the school authorities on October 23 in the presence of
Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara, Secretary Royal College Union (RCU) Mr Manju Ariyaratne, President and
Secretary of RCG’85 Mr Rajiv Nanayakkara and Mr Sumith Amarasinghe respectively.
The First aid room now holds state-of-the-art health care equipment that will ensure students receiving
enhanced first-aid primary care. Instruments for the medical room include the sterilization equipment,
thermometers, three medical examination beds as per WHO/UN standards, nebulizer machines, refrigeration
facilities. The group of '85 will continue to maintain this First Aid Room as an ongoing project.

For more pictures and information on the activities of the group of ’85, please click on
http://www.rcu.lk/news/106-n-rc-group-of-1985-renovate-and-upgrade-first-aid-room-at-college.html
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Group of ‘90 facilitates OB group correspondence
Effective communication is an essential part of an organization that runs smoothly. The Royal College Union
(RCU) as an alumni association with over 12,000 members world wide, depends on effective communication
for efficient functioning of its daily activities. These activities may include corresponding to the numerous
affiliated bodies and groups of RCU to circulating flyers on important events while making sure that the
highest form of professionalism is maintained. Having a constant mailing address for each Royal College group
under the patronage of the RCU is therefore of the utmost importance.
Realizing the importance facilitating effective communication, the Royal College group of ’90 donated letter
boxes for the old Royalist fraternity. The boxes will be located at RCU so that all groups and affiliated bodies
can use it as the focal point in receiving correspondence. The letter box worth Rs 65,000, includes 32 slots
which will be allocated in a ‘first come-first serve basis’ to groups and affiliated bodies that request ownership
with unique mailing addresses.
The respective groups who avail themselves of this facility will be able to use a “RCU ;- P.O Box” number c/o
Royal College Union, Rajakeeya Mawatha, Colombo 7 as their mailing address.
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Royal Rugby Fiesta 2012
The Royal Rugby Fiesta 2012 was organized for the 11th consecutive time by RC group of ’91 on November 11
at the CR & FC Grounds.
The touch rugby matches were played under the age categories of Junior Category (ages 20-30 years) for the
Summa Navarathnam Challenge Trophy, Mid Category (ages 31-40 Years) for the ‘Group of ‘91 Challenge
Trophy’ and the senior category (41 year and above) for the Senior Challenge Trophy. Groups of 2002, ’95 and
’83 were the winners of the respective trophies.
The inaugural Royal Rugby Fiesta was organized in 2002 with the prime objective of bringing groups of past
rugby enthusiasts together in order to promote goodwill and togetherness. The members of the group of ’91
utilized this opportunity to raise funds for various development projects at college.
Talking about the success of this year’s fiesta, Group’91 President Mr Manuja Perera said that it was a
pleasure to be part of such a tradition and extends his appreciation to Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara,
Secretary RCU Mr Manju Ariyaratne, Assistant Secretary RCU Mr Chandana Aluthgama and the dedicated
members of the group for supporting this event.
This has been an exciting event for the old boys to get together as well as to try their hands at their favorite
sport at college. The Royal Rugby Fiesta has become one of the most important sporting events in the event
calendar of the RCU.

For more pictures of the action packed Rugby matches at the Fiesta , visit http://www.rcu.lk/news/118-nroyal-rugby-fiesta-2012.html
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Royal Soccer 7’s, a great success
After a highly successful launch in 2010 with over 15 teams participating and coinciding with the 175 th
anniversary of the college, the Royal Soccer 7’s was back in 2012. Organized by the Group of ’97 for the third
consecutive time, the inter-batch Royal Soccer 7’s was held on November 18 at the Football Training Centre
Grounds in Pitakotte.
The fun and merriment of the evening’s proceedings were graced by Principal Royal College Mr Upali
Gunasekara and Secretary Royal College Union (RCU) Mr. Manju Ariyaratne.
As in any other sporting event organized for the Royal alumnus, soccer 7's also provided the environment to
foster camaraderie and solidarity amongst the old boys and to uphold the principles of integrity, team play
and honor that are instilled in the players at college. It is these governing values that seared the tournament
that day as 13 Groups showed true sportsmanship and comradeship.
The day’s events kicked off at 1.30 p.m. with the matches held in the two categories of Junior and Senior. In
Junior Category, Combined team of 04/11 beat 07/08 in the finals to win the championship while the Group of
‘88 won Championship beating 92/93 combined team in the Senior Category. Special appreciation goes out to
the group of ’84 which was the oldest group that participated. Capturing an essence of the day’s progress, it is
also noteworthy to mention the unbelievable airborne reverse kick (nearly a goal) from the captain of the
group of ’86 team, Pradeep Vitanachchi.
The 2012 event was organized in a much grander scale than the last time, and in a more carnival atmosphere.
The families, friends and well-wishers of the participating members mingled through the different activities
planned during the afternoon, some of which included DJ music for all, kids’ activities such as face painting,
magic shows, bouncers and food stalls to keep the taste buds busy.
The funds raised through this event will be channeled towards the overall development of Royal College
through the many projects that have been planned for 2012/13 by the group, whilst merriment and
sportsmanship such as that was displayed on that day, would increase the popularity of the sport both at
school and in general. The event will no doubt earn a prominent place in the Royal College alumni calendar
after the successful completion of the third successive edition this year.

For more glimpses of the Royal Soccer 7’s, visit http://www.rcu.lk/news/125-n-royal-soccer-7s-a-greatsuccess.html
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Royal College Inter Batch Cricket Carnival 2012
The annual Royal College, Inter-batch, six- a- side, Cricket Carnival concluded on a high note on October 13 at
the CCC grounds.
The carnival which was previously organized by RC group of '87 saw fresh perspective when the RC Group of
2001 took over the responsibility and held on to the carnival tradition for the 12th consecutive time. The
celebration has rapidly evolved to take pride of place in the Royal old boy’s calendar, when camaraderie and
merriment blend to support a worthy cause.
This event is organized in order to raise funds to support college development activities, particularly in the
sports arena. The Old Royalists believe that there is tremendous potential to develop sports at Royal College.
As such, each year, the carnival committee picks one sport most needing development at that time and diverts
funds to it. The development of sports will lead to the college producing better sportsmen, which will
subsequently help to develop exceptional talents in the hope that one day they will represent Sri Lanka at the
highest level, bringing glory to the country.
Principal Royal College, Mr Upali Gunasekara, Secretary RCU Mr Manju Ariyaratne, Mr Jagath Peiris son of late
Mr L. D. H. Peiris and Mr Viraj Weerasinghe son of late Mr Viji Weerasinghe participated at the awards
presentation which was held at the conclusion of day full of cricketing activities. The cricket tournament was
held under three categories; Past Royalists playing in the age groups of, 30 – 40, over 40 and the open
category.
Winners of 30 – 40 and over 40 were RC group of 2000, and RC group of'87 respectively. The hosts, RC group
of 2001 ran away with the L D H Peiris memorial trophy awarded for the winners of the open category. Past
Royalists playing in the 20 – 30 age group vouched for the ‘L D H Peiris Challenge Trophy,’ whilst those fielding
teams in the 30 – 40 age group battled it out for the ‘Viji Weerasinghe Memorial Trophy’ and those in the 40
plus age group took to the field in pursuit of the ‘E C Gunasekara Memorial Trophy.’
With over 30 old boy groups participating in it and an audience of well over 1000, the Royal College InterBatch Cricket Carnival 2012 exceeded all expectations with a carnival atmosphere prevailing with live music,
food stalls, kids play areas, DJ entertainment, papare bands and additional surprises that provided
entertainment for both young and old Royalists and their families.
The success of the Carnival over the past 11 years has
empowered it to evolve into one of the most
anticipated and looked forward gatherings of Old
Royalists.
Visit http://www.rcu.lk/news/102-n-royal-college-interbatch-cricket-carnival-2012.html for more pictures of
the Cricket Carnival.
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College east wing face-lift: courtesy '94
At Royal, every building has its own story and purpose. As such, the halls of learning at Royal College in all its
grandeur will continue to recall a story to each Royalist past and present of the schoolboy career that has
bought purpose into their lives. Those who cherish the architecture that carries such sentimental value will
forever call on opportunities to prolong its existence.
Royal College group of ’94 has taken on the project of repairing the east wing of college facing Reid Avenue.
The project will be co-ordinated by a committee with representatives of ORGACO, School Development
Society (SDS) and the group of ’94. Funds for the project were raised through a stage play in October and
through generous donations from members and well-wishers of the group. Renovations will commence during
December. A cheque for Rs.200,000.00 in this regard was handed over to RCU Secretary, Mr Manju Ariyaratne
by the group president and other officials at a recently concluded ceremony.
Other projects of the Group of ’94 include the arrangements done for the software of the automated record
room at college and the renovationsto College Archives last year.
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Students benefit in mindfulness as an outcome of alumni vision
Board of Management of Career Guidance, Counseling and Skills Development Center (BOMCGCSDC), a
statutory committee of the Royal College Union (RCU) took the initiative of organizing a sermon for the
students of Grade 12 on October 31 at the RCU Skills Center. In today’s turbulent and materially driven
environment conducting a workshop on yoga and meditation such as this by the alumni is reflected on the
students in a positive manner.
Ven. Yogavacara Rahula, an American Buddhist priest who has been an intense practitioner and preacher in
the forms of yoga and meditation for over 30 years was pleased to share, his experiences and thoughts on life,
love and everything in between, with the students.
The students gained much of this timely notion to improve individual mindfulness and was humbly accepted
the calming effect of the meditation techniques that was taught by him. Meditation as a form of controlling
the mind does not require an individual to follow in a particular religion. As such, students of all religions who
attended the sermon, found it relatable.
His concepts focused on the principal of ‘mind over matter’ and helped nudge the students in the direction of
finding peace of mind. His autobiography and the book “the way to peace and happiness” authored by him,
was donated to the college library.
Health, Wellness and Fitness Professional Mr Gitan Rajapakse who was also present, said that the concept of
mindfulness in students is a way to build the individual's self-healing, self-regulating capacity and intelligence
in the most gentle, safe and efficient way possible.
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ICTAM organizes 2nd IT Day at Royal College
The second IT day titled "IT for Real Life” organized by the ICT Advisory and Management Committee (ICTAM)
of Royal College Union (RCU) was held on November 7 at Navarangahala.
Today, Information Technology drives the world. It has evolved with superlative momentum, and accrued a
dignified status for itself and all those associated with it. As of right now, it shows no signs of slowing down
anytime soon.
Having won many ICT awards in the recent past, including the “ICT Excellence Award for 2012”, and the
“Microsoft most innovative school award”, Royal College, with the support of the RCU, endeavors to
guarantee that students are kept up-to-date in the many scopes of Information Technology that modern times
demands.
Principal Mr. Upali Gunasekara and Deputy Chairman of the RCU Skills Center Mr. Upul Jinadasa graced the
opening ceremony of the second IT day. Speaking at the event, the Principal said that it was a pleasure to
witness the second edition of the inaugural IT day done with the patronage of the alumni and that the college
is committed to developing IT knowledge and skills as they have become a must in a successful career no
matter which ﬁeld one chooses in future.
The proceedings of the IT day focused on students of grade 6, 7, 8, and 9 was designed to increase the
opportunities for students to learn about, experience, and use information technologies in ‘out-of-the-box’
concepts.
Mr Dhananjaya Ponnamperuma together with Mr Dhamitu Kirtisinghe from Mobitel focused their lecture on
ICT for day today life for the students of Grade 6. Their lecture included details of history, present and future
of telecommunications and the latest mobile technology used in ICT related innovations.
Mr. Manoj Pilimathalawa, Group Head of ICT, Brandix in his lecture aimed at the students of Grade 7, talked
about the Benefits of Virtualization while Dr. R L W Koggalage, the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) of
General Sir John Kotelawala Defense University conducted a lecture on Artificial Intelligence which was both
interesting and educational for the students of Grade 8.
Dr. Chandana Gamage a member of ICTAM together Dr. Chathura de Silva from University of Moratuwa talked
about how computers get embedded in to other equipment which is a relatively modern concept.
With the success of the second ‘IT day’, members of ICTAM hope to conduct educational forums such as these
each term in order to benefit the students of Royal College.
Visit http://www.rcu.lk/news/115-n-ictam-organizes-2nd-it-day-at-royal-college.html for more pictures on the
2nd ICT Day at Royal.
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TT Advisory adds value to Royal TT
Royal College Union (RCU) Table Tennis Advisory and Management Committee provide value addition to Royal
TT players.
The committee since its inception in 2009 has dynamically promoted Table Tennis among the students and has
motivated the students to rise up to their full potential. The newly refurbished Table Tennis arena that was
handed over to the school authorities and students last July is considered a giant asset for those royalists who
play Table Tennis.
In a notion to facilitate skills improvement and increase efficiencies at practice sessions, the committee has
come forward to provide the players with a bowling machine. Along with the state of the art bowling machine
a brand new TT Table and a utility cupboard were also donated. Mr Nethru Nanayakkara who is an old royalist
interested in furthering the sport at college had come forward to donate the TT table and the cupboard.
The equipment was handed over to Principal Mr Upali Gunasekara and college authorities on November 16 in
the presence of Secretary RCU Mr Manju Ariyaratne and the members of the committee.
Fund raising activities of the TT Advisory and Management Committee included the two stage plays that were
held earlier this year, the profits of which were utilized in the development of the sport.

For more information on the activities of the TT Advisory and Management Committee, please visit
http://www.rcu.lk/news/120-n-tt-advisory-adds-value-to-royal.html
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Royalists bring home the Ranil Wijesekera Trophy!
Royal College emerged victorious3-1 at the fifth Royal-Thomian Badminton encounter held on November 10 at
the S. Thomas’ College Indoor Sports Complex.
The late Ranil Wijesekera was a brilliant Royalist who excelled in both academic and sports fields, captained
the Badminton team and went on to win the National Men’s Doubles titles and thereafter went on to
represent Sri Lanka at the Thomas Cup tie along with his younger brother Niranjan. The inaugural encounter
was held in 2007 and continued without a break in 2008, 2009 and 2010 while the encounter in 2011 was not
held.Up until the fifthen counter the tally remained 2-2.
The U-19 tournament started off with an exciting single between Thomian Areeb Amanulla and Royalist
Kavindu Kularatne which saw Kularatne winning by securing scores of 21-19, 19-21 and finally 22-20.
The second singles saw Royalist Chamika Karunarathna, brother of Olympian Niluka Karunarathna taking on
Johann De Silva of S. Thomas’ with a win to Karunarathna at scores of 22-20 and 23-21 after an epic battle for
supremacy.
The final singles match between Royalist captain Pasquel and Deelaka Wijesuriya of Thomas saw the victory go
to Thomas.The five match encounter ended with 3-1 matches in favor of Royal as their doubles pair H.
Hettiarachchi and Damindu winning over the Thomian pair Omal Dharmawardena and S. De Silva after a
thrilling game.
The highlight of the evening was the Under 19 encounter where the two rivals battled it out for the Ranil
Wijesekera Memorial Challenge Trophy and the winner of this match walks away with the Trophy. The
Royalists secured the title with winning scores of 21-19, 19-21 and 22-20.

For more pictures on the Roy- Tho Badminton encounter, click on http://www.rcu.lk/news/117-n-royalists-bring-homethe-ranil-wijesekera-trophy.html
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RC wins soccer title
The 19th Annual Royal Thomian Soccer Encounter concluded with a victory for Royal November 10 at the Royal College
Sports Complex. Former Royal Captain and Sri Lanka School Player Pradeep Vitanarachchi graced the occasion as the
Chief Guest.
The Royal Soccer Team successfully defended their Champions tag in a thrilling penalty shoot encounter after scores tied
at the end of 90 minutes play time.
The day’s events started off with the Under 13 followed by the Under 15 matches, St. Thomas’ (3-0) and Royal (2-0) won
these events respectively. The Royalists won the Under 17 match with the score of 2-1 encouraging their Under 19 team
of a promising victory.
As the clouds drifted in, the Under 19 match saw the Royalists dominate much of the first half of the game although
many scoring opportunities were missed. The heavy rain that threatened to halt the game did not dampen the spirits of
the two teams as they fought their way. Royalist Indrajith Rathnarajah’s goal tipped the scales in favor of Royal.
The second half saw the Thomians coming in to play with a clear attack plan. Although their shots were brilliant,
Royalist goal keeper Narada Lokuhetty saw to it that the Thomian score remained at zero. Thomians were then awarded
a penalty and they did not fail to make the score 1-All.
When the final whistle blew scores remained at 1-all which meant that the crowd got to witness a thrilling penalty
shootout. Royal converted all of their five penalties but the Thomian’s managed to convert only four with the final goal
saved by Royal Goal Keeper Narada Lokuhetty leaving the shootout score line at 5-4.Royal Goal Keeper Narada
Lokuhetty was awarded the RCU-UAE Trophy for the Most Valuable Player.
The supporters of Blue and Gold although drenched in the rain, saw to it that the win will not be forgotten any time
soon with the cheer and support that even the stormy weather could not dampen.
Royal College Union (RCU) Football Advisory & Management Committee extended fullest support and guidance in
organizing an event of this magnitude. With its main interests centered on college and its student population, RCU
continues to support not only academic development of students but also sports and extracurricular activities.

For more pictures on the action packed Roy-Tho Soccer Encounter, visit http://www.rcu.lk/news/116-n-rc-wins-soccertitle.html
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Royal emerge triumphant at the National Water Polo Championship
After winning the All Island Water Polo Championship and the ‘Dr. R.L. Hayman Trophy’ Encounter, Royal met their arch
rivals St. Thomas’ for the third time in the year 2012 at the Senior National Water Polo Finals held at the Sugathadasa
Swimming Pool Complex on October 31.
As excepted this encounter turned out to be a hotly contested affair as both teams tried to end the season on a high
note.
Royal was able to beat St. Thomas’ on both previous occasions at all island finals and the Dr. R..L Hayman Trophy and
vouched to draw first blood through Sandeepa Deheragoda. The Thomians responded to it with 2 quick goals from
Senitha Gunawardena and Aqueel Souljah to take the lead in the first quarter. Royal then hit back through Sandeepa
Deheragoda once again at the dying stages of the quarter to make the score 2- All.
Thomains began the second quarter with a goal from Deelaka Weeraratne to take the lead in the game and then
extended the lead to 4-2 by another goal from Devushan De Mel. When it almost seemed as though the Thomians might
walk away with the game, young Rifat Uwais stuck two brilliant goals for Royal to make the score 4-All and then Royal
took the lead once again through elder Uwais brother, Musharraf. End of second Quarter, Royal lead 5-4.
In the third quarter, Royal increased their lead. Royal stuck through Captain Shan Lakshitha twice in and then Musharraf
Uwais score once again for Royal to extend the lead to 8-4. Royal goal keeper Waleed Uwais was a solid brick wall at the
goal, allowing Thomians no chance to score in the third quarter.
The fourth quarter began with a goal from Dineth Francis and then Deelaka Weerarathneof St. Thomas’cut the Royal
lead. Then AkilaWeerasighe of Royal scored to make the scores 9-6 and Thomians showed no signs of giving up as Dineth
Francis scored two more goals to reduce the Royal lead by just 1 goal. Royal defense headed by Rifat Uwais and goal
keeper Waleed Uwais made sure there were no more goals from Thomian camp and when the final whistle blew scores
read 9-8 in favor of Royal, crowning the new national champions for year 2012.
With this win Royal ends their 2012 season with a triple crown.
Champion Royal College Team: Shan Lakshitha (Capt), Sandeepa Deheragoda (V. Capt), Musharraf Uwais, Kanishka
Heenkenda, Waleed Uwais, Rifa tUwais, Akila Weerasinghe, Chandula Fernando, Kanitha Munasinghe, Kanishka
Fernando, Kavindra Samarawera, Aadhil Rasheed, Chethana Munasinghe.
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Royal Cagers clinch the D.S. Senanayake Trophy in style!
The tenth Annual Royal -Thomian Basketball Encounter saw Royal College emerge victorious at 57 – 41, securing the D.S.
Senanayake Trophy at the Royal College Basketball Courts on Saturday, November 3.
The Royalists made a clean sweep of The Annual Royal-Thomian basketball encounter by winning all three segments of
the game by winning the senior, junior and old boys’ event in this year’s annual encounter. This was the third
consecutive time Royal secured the prestigious D.S. Senanayake Trophy.
Winners registered 64-44 victory in the junior match. Royal led 28-25 at the halfway mark. Royal also won the old boys’
tournament 70-60 in extra time after the full time scores were leveled at 60.
The Under 19 encounter between the two sides saw the Thomians taking the lead with several free shots. The Royalists
seemed quite uneasy on court as they continued to give out many fouls, allowing the Thomians to extend the scoring.
However the visitors failed to dominate, resulting in a lead of 14-11 at the first quarter for Royal.
The second quarter saw both teams struggling to pick up the pace and Thomians trailing at 22-18. Royalists steered the
score towards them at the end of the game by scoring 17. At the end of the third quarter the scores read as 39- 25
points in favor of Royal College. Towards the midway point of the quarter, the title proved to be sealed in favour of
Royal with the final score reading 57 – 41.
Sameera Chanaka top-scored for Royal with 23 points and named as the most valuable player of this year’s edition while
Julian Gunasinghe and Ashen Menuka netted ten and nine points respectively. Nipuna Siriwardene of Royal College was
named as the best defensive player of this year’s edition.
Having played exceptionally well, it is noteworthy to mention that the Royalists have had an exceptional season this
year, emerging overall champions in the Sri Lanka Schools under 19 ‘A’ division tournament as well as the National
Schools Basketball Tournament.
Due credit is given to the current Royal College Basketball team as being the very first team to consecutively win two
major championships in the same year. Five Royalists; Nipun Siriwardhana, Sandeepa Ratnayake, Ashen Menuka, Juliyan
Gunasinghe and Sameera Chanaka currently represent the Sri Lankan Youth Basketball team, forming an extremely
formidable outfit.

For more glimpses on the Royal win at the 10th Annual Royal Thomian Basketball Encounter, visit
http://www.rcu.lk/news/113-n-royal-cagers-clinch-the-ds-senanayake-trophy-in-style.html
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Hayman retained after a right Royal comeback
Royal College emerged winners after a sensational second leg performance on October 13 bringing home the 21st Dr
R.L. Hayman Trophy beating rivals St Thomas College 5 goals to 1, after overcoming a two-goal deficit in the first leg and
winning 9 goals to 7 on aggregate. This victory marked the seventh instance in which Royal College won the
championship and acclaimed in their second consecutive victory.
The Trophy was introduced in memory of the late Dr. R.L. Hayman who was a former sub warden of St. Thomas’ College
in the late 1940s’. The game of water polo emphasizes on speed, endurance, muscle, strategy and accuracy in the pool.
It is said that a perfect water polo player should possess the toughness of a rugby player, endurance of a marathon
runner, accuracy of a baseball pitcher, and strategy of a chess player. This year, the Royalists are exhibiting excellent skill
and are in brilliant form as they won the interschool all island tournament too, a fortnight ago. Under the captaincy of
Shan Lakshitha, each team member played a vital role in securing victory for Royal at the Hayman encounter.
The Royalists were stubborn in defense as they unrelentingly held off the Thomian attack in preventing several Thomian
shots at the goal. Taking an aggregate lead in the forth minute of the second quarter, the team sealed a memorable win
for the Blue and Golds concluding a rare and impressive achievement with a first leg deficit, to win the Hayman trophy.
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Message from the Secretary, Royal College Union

Gentlemen,
”WWW.RCU.LK”
I am pleased to announce that Web Management and the Publicity & Public Relations committees of the Royal
College Union (RCU) have successfully completed the upgrading of the "www.rcu.lk" web site. This is another
initiative of the RCU to connect, inform and add value, to the entire Royal community across the globe.
The website can now be used by all RCU Committees, all Old Royalists groups and all RCU affiliates as a timely,
effective and an extensive mode of communication. A full-time news coordinator also has been recruited
enabling faster compilation and publishing of news. A payment gateway has been established, enabling online
payments for purchases and contributions from all over the world.
The following are some benefits of the newly upgraded "www.rcu.lk" website:
1. Link your group website to the "www.rcu.lk" site and connect to the entire Royal community
2. Use the RCU site to make pre-event announcements of activities / events organized by the respective
committees/groups/affiliates (including eFlyers and photographs)
3. List such activities/events on the event calendar on the home page
4. Publish post-event write-ups as news items (including photographs)
5. Enable fundraising for projects/events (provided adequate notice is given to the web management
committee)
6. Enable sale of tickets/merchandise (provided adequate notice is given to the web management
committee)
7. Upload videos of events/projects
8. Web streaming of events/activities.
For all inquiries and support: contact “News Coordinator” (Ms. Nadeesha Paulis) on newscoordinator@rcu.lk /
011 552 1491.
Trust, all you gentlemen will make use of these great opportunities that are now available on the RCU Website.
Sincerely
Manju Ariyaratne
Secretary
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RCU Contact Details
RCU Secretary.
Mr. Manju Ariyartane
E-mail: secretary@rcu.lk
RCU Treasurer.
Mr. Lalith Cooray
E-mail: lalithc@zesta.lk
RCU Office - Administration Manager.
Mr. V.S.E. Walagedera - 5521491 (O) / 2683101 (Fax)
E-mail: rcu@rcu.lk
RCU Office – Asst. Administration Manager
Ms. Charmaine Maureen Alphonsus- 5521491 (O) / 2683101 (Fax)
RCU LPMC – Manager, Career Services.
Ms. Sharlene De Chickera - 4327070 (O) / 2683100 (Fax)
Email: lpmc@rcu.lk
RCU EDEX Secretariat – Chief Operating Officer
Mr. Ranjith Amarasinghe – 5521497 (O) / 2683100 (Fax)
Email: info@edex.lk
RCU Skills Centre - Administrative Manager
Mr. Ajith Rajapaksha - 5661611 (O) / 2683101 (Fax)
Email: scmanager@rcu.lk
All news items are to be forwarded to;
RCU News Co-coordinator.
Miss Nadeesha Paulis
newscoordinator@rcu.lk
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Royal College – Contact Details
Principal’s Office - 2691029
Email: principal@infoRoyal.lk
Vice Principal’s Office – 2673133
Main Office (Upper School) – 2695256
Middle School – 2673132
Primary School – 2695830
Senior Hostel – 2695242
RCU Publications and Public Relations Advisory Committee 2012/13
Chairman – Dumindra Ratnayake – dumindra@int.etisalat.lk
Secretary - Ruwan Fernando ruwan.fernando@innovative-e.com
Treasurer – Yahan Samarajeewa yahan.samarajeewa@gmail.com
Committee
Ruwan Bakmedeniya, Vasana Wickremasena, Dinesh Jayaweera, Nelum Weragoda,
Ulfath Uwais,
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