135th Royal Thomian
concludes in a
draw!

March 13th S.S.C.

135th Royal Thomian

The rich passage of history, prestige and the exclusivity of the
Royal-Thomian is by far, matched only by a handful of other
cricket matches in the world.

Royal Rugby Season
begins March 23 with
Isipathana vs Royal.
For match fixtures,
http://www.rcu.lk/

For more RCU news updates
and events, visit
http://www.rcu.lk/

The D.S. Senanayake Trophy was shared at the finale at the SSC
grounds after three days of unparalleled traditions, deafening
cheer, sportsmanship and friendly rivalry.

The launch of gold toss coin
and crest for the 135th Royal
Thomian.
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A first in Roy-Tho match history! The gold toss coin that was minted exclusively for
the match was lowered to the arena by a carrier
who was dropped off by a helicopter.
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135th Royal-Thomian
The 135th Roy-Tho big match concluded in a draw,
but had epic moments that challenged both sides to
bring out their talents and tenacity. The D.S.
Senanayake Trophy was shared at the finale at the
SSC grounds after three days of unparalleled
traditions, deafening cheer, sportsmanship and
friendly rivalry.
The rich passage of history, prestige and the exclusivity of the Royal-Thomian is by far, matched
only by a handful of other cricket matches in the world. The Battle of the Blues as the second
oldest uninterrupted cricket series in the world, is testimony to a unique synergy between two
competing powers, that epitomize the camaraderie and sportsmanship in the spirit of the
gentleman’s game they call cricket.
This year has been symbolic of enhancements to the Royal-Thomian Big Match with the
introduction of a gold coin and crest to be used in the years to come. Amalgamated with the
prestige that comes with a rich traditional history that surrounds the age-old Battle of the
Blues, both the coin (to be used in the toss) and the crest uniquely portray the true sense of the
Royal-Thomian encounter. The crest portrays a fusion of the three colors Blue, Gold and Black
to signify the two schools and derives its shape from the prestigious D S Senanayake Memorial
Shield for which the match is played. The opening ceremony on March 13 witnessed the coin
being lowered to the arena by a carrier who was dropped off by a helicopter.
The feverish excitement during the three days that ensued is an experience to behold and was
evidenced by masses of blue gold and blue black that marched to and from the venue. Cricket
fans both young and old, from both schools took it in high spirits to enjoy the festivities of the
Roy-Tho. The boys’ tents were placed next to each other and the students in it cheered in
unison. A swarm of prefects from each school marched behind the boundary lines carrying
between them an enormous flag proudly fluttering in the wind representing each school.
Last year, Royalists managed to bring the D.S. Senanayake trophy back to Reid Avenue after its
6 year stay at St. Thomas under the captaincy of left arm spinner Devind Pathmanathan. This
year, under the captaincy of Chamika Karunarathne, Royal retains the coveted Shield after a
harsh and thrilling match that concluded in a draw.
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The match summary is as follows
Royal College – (1st innings) – 158 all out
Harith Samarasinghe - 50 runs
Thiran Dhanapala

- 46 runs

S. Thomas’ College - (1st innings) – 325/8 declared
Chamika Karunaratne – 4 wickets for 91 runs
Anupa Thilakaratne - 2 wickets for 63 runs
Hashen Ramanayake - 2 wickets for 70 runs
Royal College was put out to bat for the Second innings with S. Thomas’ College piling up a lead
of 167 runs.
Royal College - (2nd innings) - 268/6 at the end of the third days play
Hashen Ramanayake - 96 runs
Chamika Karunaratne - 35 runs
Thiran Dhanapala

- 28 not out

Harith Samarasinghe and Thiran Dhanapala made a partnership of 96 runs for the 9th wicket
while Hashen Ramanayake and Randev Pathirana made a partnership of 88 runs for the 4th
wicket.
Hashen Ramanayake is no doubt the hero and savior for Royal for holding the innings together,
though it was heart-breaking to every Royalist and fan that he did not score the well-deserved
century. His team-mates Randev Pathirana and Thiran Dhanapala also chipped in with the bat.
It must be noted that the Roy-Tho has to retain its enigma and quality of sportsmanship that
will be bestowed as gifts to future generations of sportsman from both schools.

For more pictures of the 135th Battle of the Blues, click on Photographic Society of Royal College
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Launch of the logo and coin
A momentous milestone in the history of the Royal-Thomian Big Match was reached with the
launch of the official match crest and gold toss coin on March 6 at the Sports Ministry
Auditorium.
The unveiling was done in the presence of Royal College Principal Upali Gunasekara and St.
Thomas College Warden Prof Indra de Soysa along with the Joint Match Organizing Committee
consisting of old boys from both schools.
The crest derives its shape from the prestigious D. S. Senanayake Memorial Shield for which the
match is played and displays blue, gold and black to denote the colours of the schools. The
appearance of the two school crests, follow the order of the name of the match (Royal-Thomian
Big Match). The coin displays the year 1879 at the top of the coin which is when the first match
was played. The cricketer in swinging motion personifies the gentlemen’s game. The crest will
complement the exclusivity and prestige that accompanies this traditional friendly rivalry
between the two schools in the years to come.
The minted gold coin with the crest engraved on it will be used for tosses in all future matches
starting from this year.
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Royal-Thomian Old Boys’ Match
The 20th limited over cricket match between the old boys of Royal College and St. Thomas
College Mount Lavinia was held on March 8 at the S.S.C. grounds. Chief guests at this occasion
were Udaya Wijesena and Kappila Wijegunewardene.
This year, old Royalists won both matches held in the two categories of over 40 years and under
40 years.
The scores are as follows.
Over 40 years
Old Royalists led by Kappila Dandeniya defeated the old Thomians led by Vajira
Wijegunawardane by 29 runs. Man of the match was Royalist Zulki Hameed.
The score – Old Royalists scored 175 runs for 6 wickets while the old Thomians scored 146 for 5
wickets.
Under 40 years
Old Royalists led by Thushan amarasuriya defeated old Thomians led by Gihan Fernando by 7
wickets. Man of the match was Royalist D. Edirisuriya.
The score – Old Thomians scored 145 for 6 wickets while old Royalists scored 148 for 6 wickets
in 18.5 overs.
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Old Boys vs. Present Boys
Just before the excitement of the 135th Big Match settles in and with
the school boy cricket fever steadily rising, the Old Royalists and
Present Royalists stepped on to the fields to vie for the Royal College
Union trophy on March 9 at the Royal College Grounds.
Inaugurated in 1985 to celebrate 150th anniversary of Royal, the
match sets the pace for the older Royalists to engage in the gentlemen’s game of cricket with
the present Royalists. Mr. J.D. Wilson graced the match as Chief Guest.
The present Royalists led by Chamika Karunarathne won the Royal College Union Trophy
defeating the old Royalists led by Thushan Amarasuriya by 4 wickets.
The score summary
Old Royalists 199 for 9 wickets for 40 overs.




C. Bogoda – 50
C. Rajaratne – 31
H Kumarasiri – 24





D. Pathmanadan 2 for 27
G. Panditharathne 3 for 29
S. De Silva 2 for 22

Present Royalists 200 for 6 wickets




G. Panditharathne - 66
R. Pathirana – 71
C. Karunarathne – 27



A. Kudahtti 2 for 13
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Royal felicitation for Air Force Commander
Royal College felicitated new Air Force Commander Air
Marshal Kolitha Goonathilake on March 6th at a
ceremony in Navaranagahala.
Principal Upali Gunasekara, Deputy Principals,
academic staff, Royal College Union (RCU) Secretary
Chandana Aluthgama, members of the RCU, students
and parents were present at the ceremony
Whilst congratulating the new Air Force commander
on his achievement, the Principal said that this is the second time that an old Royalist has
headed the Sri Lanka Air Force, first being Air Marshal Harsha Abeywickrama.
Speaking at the ceremony, Air Marshal Goonathilake said that the foundation of values and
personal integrity received during his school career was useful to climb in his career from a
cadet to Air Marshal. Mr. Gunatilleke was appointed as the 14th Air Force Commander on
February 28. He joined the Air Force in 1982.
The felicitation was followed by the induction of junior prefects of Royal College for this year.
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‘IT in Real Life’ themed 6th IT day takes off
The 6th IT day themed ‘IT in Real life’ was held at Navarangahala on March 18. Organized by the
ICT Advisory and Management Committee since July 2012, the IT day provides a platform for
students to form perspectives on the many dimensions of ICT.
Its main aim is to create a thirst for IT knowledge in students and inspire interest in them to
move into IT related careers. The sessions covered topics related to developing basic
understanding in IT and its benefits in a student’s future. Resource personnel included
Ramanan David (General Manager - Group Business Development at Dialog Axiata PLC), Dr.
Malitha Wijesundara (Dean - Faculty of Computing at SLIIT), Rohan Perera (Transition Manager
- Application Support Services at IEI-Virtusa) and Sampath Jayasundara (CEO, hSenid Business
Solutions).
Principal Upali Gunasekara said that this was a good opportunity for students to motivate
perusal in a career related in IT as well as to highlight the importance in innovation through
technology.
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Soccer promoted for young Royalists
The football advisory and management committee in promoting and developing soccer among
the junior students of Royal, came forward to fund two new goal posts worth Rs 115,000/= and
donated 30 soccer balls on February 20.
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Annual Teachers’ Clinic by RCDA
The Royal College Doctors’ Association (RCDA) organized the Annual Teachers’ Medical
Screening programme on February 23 at Navarangahala. Held for the 15th consecutive year,
the clinic promoted health and wellbeing of present and past teachers as well as their spouses.
Royal College Principal Upali Gunasekara, Vice principal, Deputy Principals, Past Principal S. H.
Kumarasinghe, RCU Secretary Chandana L. Aluthgama, Kamal Abeysinghe, members of the Past
Teachers Association and members of the Present Teachers Guild of the college attended this
event.
More than 160 doctors including 45 consultants volunteered their time and effort into
screening and providing treatment for 275 past and present teachers. Specialists from the
RCDA, in the fields of general medicine, general surgery, neurology, cardiology, rheumatology,
nephrology, orthopedic surgery, endocrinology, rheumatology, dermatology, plastic surgery,
ENT surgery, eye surgery and vascular surgery were at hand for these many consultations.
Participants were initially screened then taken through relevant tests, to diagnose any ailments.
As done in previous health camps, each participant was given a health record file by the RCDA
to facilitate further reference and follow-ups.
Female teachers were provided with a complete Gynecological examination with breast
examination, vaginal ultrasound scanning and PAP smear investigations at the well woman
clinic. The dental clinic offered general oral examinations, dental procedures like extractions,
restorations and scaling.
Consultant Ophthalmologists examined the teachers for eye problems at the eye clinic. On
request of the RCDA, reading glasses and spectacles were made available at a discounted rate.
A mobile service unit carried out sophisticated eye tests for participants as well.
Advanced physiotherapy sessions were carried out using hi-tech equipments by professional
physiotherapists under the guidance of Rheumatologists and Orthopedic Surgeons.
A session on good dietary habits and healthy nutrition was conducted by a clinical nutritionist.
Further follow-ups were arranged at tertiary care level hospitals using the unique referral
system developed by the RCDA, where the teacher will be accepted by another doctor Royalist
at the referred hospital.
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RCDA AGM 2014
The Annual General Meeting of the Royal College Doctors’ Association (RCDA) was also held on
the same day at Navarangahala. Dr. Ajith Tennakoon and Dr. Yasas Abeywickrama were elected
as President and Secretary respectively while Dr. Saminda Jayasekara was reelected as the
Treasurer.
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Royal Challenge 2014 wraps up
The award ceremony marking the successful conclusion of the Royal Challenge 2014 was held
on February 18. It was organized by the Board of Management of Career Guidance, Counseling
and Skills Development Centre Committee of the Royal College Union (RCU).
Royal Challenge 2014, the third consecutive programme since its inauguration in March 2012,
had post O/L students participating in skills development and leadership training under nine
excellent trainers. Students from Royal College, St. Paul’s Girls’ School Milagiriya, Thurstan
College and Sirimavo Bandaranaike Vidyalaya attended nine sessions over a duration of one
month (January) to build character and emphasized in practical solutions to solving problems.
Topics such as attitudes and values, leadership, goal setting, time management, planning and
activity organizing, active citizenship volunteering, communication and public speaking,
etiquette, decorum and team craft were covered by top class trainers in Sri Lanka. The
participants received their certificates recognizing their efforts shown during the programme.
“A programme of this nature involving the professional expertise and experience of nine
proficient trainers such as these would incur a substantial cost had it been done elsewhere. By
bringing in old Royalists who would gladly volunteer their valuable time and expertise on this,
we managed to provide a leadership training of this nature with minimum cost,” Kuda Herath,
Secretary of the Skills Center said.
Trainers including Rukmal De Silva, Priyanga Dasanayake, Hasantha De Silva, Lasantha
Abeywickrama, Rohan Weerasekera, Vidusha Nathavitharana, Dila Hettiarachchi, Dhananjaya
Hettiarachchi and Ruwan Ranatunga contributed to the program.
Gihan De Silva, Course Director of the Royal Challenge advised the participants to put the skills
acquired by this project to good use. Royal College Principal Upali Gunasekara expressed his
pleasure at seeing the third batch of participants successfully concluding the programme.
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RCG '91 organizes Blood Donation Camp
Royal College Group of 1991 organized a blood donation campaign in aid of the Cancer
Hospital, Maharagama on February 11th at the RCU Skills Centre Lobby. RCU Secretary
Chandana L. Aluthgama, Primary Section Principal C. L. Attygale, Former Principal B.
Sooriyaarachchi and committee members of RCG ’91 graced the event.
RCG ’91 organizes this blood donation camp annually in memory of their beloved teachers who
had served at Royal College. RCG ’91 events for this year include Suwinisara, a classical musical
programme held in January, and the group tent at the Roy-Tho in March. Their Annual Rugby
Fiesta is scheduled to be held in November.
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Outdoor cricket nets renovated
The profits of Rs. 530,000 collected from selling tickets for the joint Royal-Thomian Stallion’s
tent at the 135th Battle of the Blues this year were utilized to repair the outdoor cricket nets at
the J.R.J. Pavilion.
Two side turfs and three concrete wickets (with rubber layer) including netting and lockable
gates on all nets were fully renovated and officially handed over to Principal Upali Gunasekara
on February 9, RCU Secretary Chandana L. Aluthgama was also present.
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RCU introduces Royal Rivega Dance Troupe
Sri Lanka’s largest and most active alumni association, the Royal College Union (RCU), has
ventured upon a novel initiative by teaming up with the Royal Rivega Dance Troup to offer
traditional, folk and contemporary dance acts to any event of significance. As a part of
empowering youth by educational and aesthetic development, the RCU has embarked on this
initiative under its CSR banner, where the RCU through the Royal Nelum Arts Centre
Management & Advisory Committee will manage and finance the activities of the dance troupe.
“Our focus is to facilitate a platform for the aesthetically talented youth to showcase their skills
and nurture them to be the country’s cultural ambassadors. The tie up with the Rivega team is
an ideal opportunity for us to do this and we look forward to take the Royal Rivega name to
great heights in the dancing arena,” RCU Former Secretary Manju Ariyaratne said.
The Royal Rivega team is led by fellow Royalist and artistic director Rangika Jeewantha, who has
a Masters in Performing Arts from the University of Visual and Performing Arts, Colombo.
Together with his team of male and female dancers, the Royal Rivega Dance Troupe performs
Sri Lankan traditional, folk and contemporary dances, fusion dances, bollywood dance acts, and
other creative and choreographed dances. The troupe’s variety of performances would add
glamour and colour to any type of events including cultural shows, concerts, corporate events,
product launches, award ceremonies, wedding ceremonies or any other important events. The
troupe has also firmly imprinted their footprint overseas with regular participation at dance
festivals in Dubai, India, Thailand, Singapore, Maldives and Qatar.
If you are looking for a mesmerizing act in your event agenda, the Royal Rivega Dance Troupe
has the solution. For inquiries please contact hotline 0727-807807. The dance troupe also offers
classes for budding dancers at the Royal Nelum Art Centre.
Picture Caption: Royal Rivega Dance Troupe forming a human oil lamp at EDEX 2014.
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Royal College – Contact Details
Principal’s Office - 2691029
Email: principal@infoRoyal.lk
Vice Principal’s Office – 2673133
Main Office (Upper School) – 2695256
Middle School – 2673132
Primary School – 2695830
Senior Hostel – 2695242

RCU Publications and Public Relations Advisory Committee 2013/14
Chairman – Dumindra Ratnayake – dumindra@int.etisalat.lk
Treasurer – Ruwan Bakmedeinya - ruwanb@ualink.lk
Secretary - Ruwan Fernando ruwan.fernando@innovative-e.com
Editors Vasana Wickramasena - Editor – e-News
Varuna de Silva - Editor – web site http://www.rcu.lk/
Committee Ulfath Uwais, Anuka Settinayake, Dinesh Jayaweera, Hasrath Munasinghe, Rohan
Jayaweera, Hasitha Abeywardhana, Kalhara Raddalgoda, Hasitha Dela.
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